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T he ñPinkò team diorama at the Southern Museum of Flight honors the veterans of Vietnam and     
presents a downed ñkillerò gunship (Bell AH-1F 
ñCobraò) with a ñscoutò (Hughes OH-6 Cayuse ñLoachò) 
overhead providing cover to a wounded aircrew with a 
camouflaged enemy returning fire. 
 
During the Vietnam war, the United States relied on 
helicopters as never before. Its role in combat was  
expanded in this conflict as thousands of ñchoppersò 
rapidly transported personnel throughout the war zone. 
Heavily armed helicopters also offered a fearsome 
component to ground operations as close air support.   
 
In 1965, the concept of helicopter-borne fighting forces 
was still new and largely untested. To hunt for          
encampments, bunkers, or other signs of the enemy, 
commanders would deploy a flight of one scouting 
Loach (known as the White Team) and one           
supporting Cobra (known as the Red Team).  Working 
as a hunter-killer team, this combination was called a 
Pink Team. The Loach would fly very low seeking     
targets visually or by drawing fire. The Cobra would fly 
high in a position to bring immediate fire on the target 
and cover the escape of the Loach.  Four troop-
carrying Hueys (called a Blue Team) often sat idle 
somewhere nearby, ready to insert troops if the Pink 
Team discovered an interesting targetðor were shot 
down and needed rescuing. The Blues would also 
search out bunker complexes, possible cache sites, 
and conduct ground reconnaissance. The Pink team 
would provide air cover for the Blues at all times while 
on the ground. 
 
For most of the war, there was no formal Army training 
to prepare scout pilots and observers.  Headquarters 
developed doctrine by building on what worked in the 
field, rather than the other way around, and each unit 
in-country did things slightly differently. Though Cobra 

pilots were trained Stateside, most Loach pilots   
didnôt take control of the aircraft until arriving in    
Vietnam.  
 
The hunter-killer tactic worked well for a few years, 
but by the time the United States left Vietnam, it 
was obsolete.  SA-7 heat-seeking missiles could 
down a Loach before its crew even realized they 
were under fire. The Cobras high above had a few 
seconds of warning - they could spot the missileôs 
exhaust plume - but were all the more tempting  
because at their higher altitudes they were more 
easily seen than the smaller.  
  
Out of 1,419 Loaches built, 842 were destroyed in 
Vietnam, most shot down and many others         
succumbing to crashes resulting from low-level   
flying. In contrast, of the nearly 1,100 Cobras      
delivered to the Army, 300 were lost. 
 
Both Loach and Cobra have been in production, on 
and off, in one form or another ever since.   The 
guidance systems on newer attack helicopters -
often working with or even controlling the cameras 
of reconnaissance 
drones - have relegated 
the hunter role, in the 
hunter-killer missions, to 
history. The killer role 
still persists. 
 


